
Archangel Bulletin
Holy Annunciation Monastic Community
Our Lady of Solitiude Cloister & Retreat

Issue 1 - Volume 4 - Nativity 2009 A.D.

Inside this issue:
Page1:

How good and how pleasant
it is when brothers dwell in

unity (Psalm 133:1)

Page2:

Spotlight on Lay Associates

Page2:

Building the City of God

Icon on back page:

Nativity in the flesh of Our
Lord, God and Savior Jesus

Christ

Our Lady of Solitude Cloister & Retreat
P.O. Box 111

Warren Center, PA 18851-0111
Tel: (570) 395-0234

Please note our new physical address:
550 Lake of Meadows Road
Little Meadows, PA 18830

The Monastic Community of
Our Lady of Solitude wishes

to express gratitude to all
our benefactors for your

generous support and extend
to all our prayers for a

blessed Nativity.

How good and how
pleasant it is when
brothers dwell in
unity (Psalm 133:1)
In lateNovemberof 2008therewasan

historic gathering of Eastern

Byzantine Catholic monastic

foundations here at Our Lady of

Solitude Cloister and Retreat.It was

the first such gatheringin at least a

decadeto bring together the sparse

numberof thesefoundationsin North

America to assist one another in

resources and purpose.

Three different Eastern Catholic

jurisdictions were represented:

Romanian, Ukrainian, and Melkite-

Greek. The gathering consisted in

several days of liturgical prayer,

meetings, and monastic fraternity.

ÒWerenot our heartson fireÓas

we experiencedthesedays together?

remarkedone hieromonk superior at

the end of the gathering.

The purposeof the meetingswere

to developa relationshipof unity in

the aims and goals of promoting

Eastern monastic life in North

America in a more concerted way

rather than eachtiny communityÒre-

inventingthe wheelÓ.The threeinitial

monasticfoundationsliterally spanthe

continent being geographically

situated in Southern California,

Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, and

Warren Center/Little Meadows,

Pennsylvania.

(L-to-R) Hieromonk Fr. Angelus (superior of
Our Lady of Solitude Melkite-Greek Skete),
Hieromonk Fr. Taras (superior of the
Ukrainian Skete of the Holy, Life-Creating
and Precious Cross), Archimandrite Fr.
Nicholas (hegumen of Holy Resurrection
Romanian Monastery), and Hieromonk Fr.
Maximos (Holy Resurrection).

Theresultof this historicgathering

was the creation of The Monastic

Forum of the Three Holy Hierarchs

whose purpose is to be a fraternal

association of Eastern Catholic

Monasticfoundationsof theByzantine

tradition to foster mutual support,

shareresourcesÑ both spiritual and

temporalÑ andto promotevocations

to this way of life. Although, for the

foreseeablefuture, the Forum is to

support Eastern Catholic Monastic

life, it will remain open as a vehicle



and leaven in the union and

communion of the Churches both

Catholic and Orthodox through this

common monastic tradition.
Rev. Hieromonk Angelus, Superior

Spotlight on Lay
Associates
Approximatelya yearago,oneof our

Lay Associates, Mrs. Kimberly

Mercaldo,whosenamein our Melkite

community is ÒSalomneÓ,the mother

of the Maccabean Martyrs Ñ in

consultation with the monastic

communityÑ launcheda home-based

work of evangelizationthatwould also

inaugurate a self-sustaining venture

for the residentlay community:Agios

Icons.Wheninterviewedat her home,

down the road from Our Lady of

SolitudeCloisterandRetreat,Salomne

remarked that she wanted this new

venture to have a significant name

taken from the richness of the

Byzantine Liturgy, and the Greek

word for ÒHolyÓ seemed perfect.

Salomne and her family (son

Matthew, daughterRachel known as

ÒMelaniaÓand son Patrick) came to

Our Lady of Solitude in AD 2005,

drawn to the beauty and mystery of

the Eastern Liturgy and wanting a

closer associationwith the monastic

foundation.

Salomne(picturedin the office of

Agios Icons) hopes her work with

Iconswill leadto the spreadingof the

Faithin thefamily home.Shewantsto

promote Icon Corners, feast-day

observances,andhomedevotions.She

hasrecentlyaddedlampadas(hanging

lamps)to her inventory.Many of her

Icons and lampadas are available

through the Book and Gift Shop of

Our Lady of Solitude as well as on-

line at: agiosicons.com

Hailing from St. Cloud,

Minnesota,Ted Schluenderfritz(wife

Rachael, sons Malcolm, Sebastian,

Timothy, Theodore, and daughters,

Laura and Lucy) have been Lay

Associatesfrom the early daysof our

foundation.Ted and his wife left the

Midwest to comeeastin lateAD 1999

in search of more traditional

expressionsof the Sacred Liturgy.

They settled in Scranton,PA while

pondering their future plans.

Ted has an AssociatesDegreein

GraphicArts andAdvertisingandhas

done design work for many

publications, including: Sophia

Institute Press, Envoy Magazine,

Gilbert Magazine, American

ChestertonSociety,Materet Magistra,

and Bethlehem Books.

Ted also has a keen interest in

Iconography and has attended the

Prosopon School of Iconology,

currentlystudyingunderteacherNina

Kouznetxov. Ted has been of great

assistanceto usin his graphicartwork.

The new signageat the Cloister and

Retreat, installed this year, are the

work of his hands.

Building the City of
God
We haveput togetheron thenextpage

severalmonthsworth of photographs

showing you, our dear friends and

benefactors,thatwe havenot beenidle

in trying to usetheresourcesyou have

entrusted to us in developing our
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buildings and land to serve for the

Glory of God.

Above, the new Icon Panels &

partial Iconostasisnow gracing our

RetreatHouseChapel.The new Icons

Ñ that of Christ of the GreatChurch

and a reproductionof the Icon of the

Theotokosof Vladimir are the gift of

an areaartist, Lindsey Place,and the

wood framing a gift of Zachariahand

Elizabeth Clark and brother Joshua.

On the Altar is the new Tabernacle

and Seven-BranchCandelabra,both

hand-made in Greece.

Above,anextensionbeingbuilt on

our farm to give our goatsan outdoor

shelter. Irma Mazzarese and her

nephew,AndrewBrown (who donated

his time) provided the workmanship.

Bob and ColleenPetersongenerously

gifted our goatswith a new gateand

bunk feeder,which has becomevery

popular with the ÒladiesÓ.

Our completedÒBridgeoverRiver

SolitudeÓ now complements our

Retreat property. The workmanship

was donated by Patrick Shea and

+Edwin ÒKenÓMorris who fell asleep

in the Lord during the project. The

bridge now gives us safe passageto

the othersideof our propertyandis a

favorite place for prayerful reflection.

One of our Òlong suffering

projectsÓhasbeento providean over-

dueexteriorrenovationof the Cloister

House. (The original deed for this

property dates to 1851!) So from

midsummer through Autumn, much

work hasbeeninvolvedin theprocess.

Hereis picturedPatrickMercaldowho

is executingsomeof the fine second

floor trim work. We arevery grateful

to Bob Tabor of Gibbs Gardensfor

guiding this project with his talents

and expertise.

Here you seethe buildings of the

Cloister property as they rise up

towardsthe last projectedbuilding Ñ

the MonasticChurch(wherea gamble

barnnow stands).Thethird building is

a new Hall, which will serve as a

center for gatherings of the

community, seminars, lectures, and

presentations.

The most novel among our

buildings is a new structurethat will

enable us to house our tractor and

tools Ñ when the gamble barn is

knocked down to make way for the

new church. This building, still in

progressasof this writing, is madeof

assembledarches of steel that are

boltedto concretefooters.Picturedon

the work site (and enduring much

mud) are Matthew and Patrick

Mercaldo and Zachariah Clark.
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Christ is Born: Give Him Glory!
Today the Virgin
gives birth to the
Transcendent in
Essence, and the
earth presents a

cave to the
Inaccessible. The

Angels with the
Shepherds sing His
glory, and the Wise

Men with the star
travel on their way,

for to us is born a
New Child, Who is

God from all
eternity.

Kontakion of the
Nativity

O Little Child lying
in a manger, by
means of a star,
heaven has called
and led to Thee the
Magi, the first-
fruits of the
Gentiles, astounded
to behold, not
scepters and
thrones, but
extreme poverty.
What, indeed, is
lower than a cave?
And yet the riches
of Thy Divinity
shone forth in them
resplendently. O
Lord, glory to Thee.

Hypacoi of the
Nativity

New signage by the hand of Ted Schluenderfritz.
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